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EDITORIAL

This issue of the journal contains five articles on diverse topics.

Bindeshwar Pathak in his paper discusses the Sociology of Sanitation.

Historically, the journey of sanitation is from no problem (no latrines

or specific places for defecation) to problem (of open defecation).

Inadequate sanitation is now a social malady and a major cause of

disease. It calls for action on the part of the sociologists. Pathak

provides both theoretical and practical perspectives within which to

study and operate sanitation scientifically. Sulabh International in this

regard is a classic example of a model-building exercise in designing

and developing sanitation systems for different nations and

organizations. Pathak feels that it has not only restored human rights

and dignity but also promoted environmental concerns and rural

development. Sulabh’s outreach also finds mention in the emancipation

of 25,000 scavengers, and the widows of Vrindavan, helping them

financially and also by encouraging remarriage.

“Contract Pregnancy and Contract Mothers: Partners

in Development or Gendered Development” is the paper by Bula

Bhadra. It interrogates the globalization of reproductive inequalities

and rights of Indian women for self determination over their own

bodies. He brings in technologies as well as social identities on the

same plane to discuss the gender divide. Poor women sell eggs or

rent their uteruses to affluent women today. The author questions if

this is the new variety   of division of labour and concomitant inequality.

The paper also discusses the intersectionality in reproductive

technologies which cannot be separated from the study of a matrix of

power relations. There is a clear exploitation of women in the

medicalization of women’s bodies. This is a crisis that needs to be

addressed. All these things are happening under the umbrella of

medical tourism. While this may be a genuine choice, choice itself is

a real complicated and most contentious word in case of contract

pregnancy and commercial surrogacy. Ironically the surrogate mothers

add to the informal economy of the country.


